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Viewpoint

Hidden haven

Time: 15 mins Region: South East England Landscape: rural

Location: Entrance opposite 1 Cooper's Hill, Castle
Bottom Nature Reserve, Eversley, Hook, RG27 0QA

Grid reference: SU 80000 59700

Getting there: 17 minute walk from the layby on
Cooper’s Hill. Walk down the dirt track away from
the road. When you reach the entrance gate exit
e AN to your right onto a gravel path, bearing left. Walk
=it 4 alongthe edge of the reserve until you reach the
L:-':-. . . quarry. Enter the reserve through the entrance
‘!. : gate on your left. Follow the path downhill through
elgiglcly the site. Fork right when the path enters a wooded
— area. Take the next available left, down some steps
towards the river. Cross the river and follow the
boardwalk steps to the top of the hill. The viewpoint
is from the bench at the top.
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Keep an eye out for: The large numbers of dragon and damselflies which flourish in the moisture of the valley
bog. It is home to 19 of the 37 varieties found in the UK and is rated an ‘outstanding’ area by Natural England.

Why has this heavenly Hampshire heathland been overlooked?



Sat atthe bench, you are at the highest point of Castle Bottom, looking out over the Nature Reserve.
It is a mosaic of different colours and textures, from the dark feathered pine and soft scattered
birch, to the low earthy brown of open heathland which explodes into violet celebration in the
summer. The undulating horizon of trees plunges down into valley below, lined with orange bog
plants which mark the river; the life blood of the reserve. A seemingly endless natural scene.

You can hear the bird's chorus; an incessant song of countless natural languages. But if you listen
closely, you can also hear the steady whoosh of distant traffic. This is the subtle reminder that
Castle Bottom is only a small green oasis hidden within a much wider urban landscape.

Measuring about 30 hectares, Castle Bottom is a relatively small lowland healthland area, dwarfed by the
larger Yateley Common. This well-known and much visited sister site, spanning three times the area of
Castle Bottom, is located just 2km east. But Castle Bottom stands apart. It represents a patchwork of open
heathland, woodlands, and some of the most important valley mires in southern England.

Before it's designation as a protected Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) in 1979, Castle Bottom was a
rather secret location. Even many of the local residents had, and still have, no idea of its existence.

Looking out over the beautiful view in front of you, it may be hard to believe that heathlands were once
considered wastelands. Their soils are generally low in nutrients and Castle Bottom was only ever classed
as fit for rough grazing of pigs.

Previously owned by a quarry company, this site is now under the care of Hampshire County Council. Had
this change in ownership not taken place, it is possible that this picturesque reserve would have resembled
the barren pit of the quarry you saw on your walk here. Restored as a heathland, it can now play its part in
supporting a uniquely wide range of plants and animals, some of which are only found within such habitats.

Now let's look to its neighbour for more clues.

Whilst the larger, more obvious presence of Yateley Common is situated between the busy towns of Yateley
and Blackwater, the smaller Castle Bottom is concealed in a sparsely populated area between towns; the
perfect hiding place for this small green gem.

As common land, the Yateley heathland is frequented by many visitors, including horse riders, cyclists and
dog walkers. This is in stark contrast to Castle Bottom; a small, secluded area of a more delicate nature, and
its protected status preventing horse riding and cycling. However this also adds to its value - being able to
move through it on foot is an immersive experience, giving the impression that you could be in the middle
of nowhere rather than nestled between urban developments and houses.

Lowland heathland is now considered by some ecologists and environmentalists to be more threatened
than the rainforests and so with the help of the Yateley Rangers and volunteers this treasure has been
restored and maintained as the beautiful and rare heathland landscape you see today - a real hidden haven
for its visitors and natural inhabitants alike.

Concealed by its changing status and secluded location, Castle Bottom is a treasure waiting to be discovered,;
a worthy reward for those eager to explore.
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Every landscape has a story to tell - Find out more at www.discoveringbritain.org



